parenteral nutrition are among the subjects considered. The chapter on sepsis arising from external contamination is particularly valuable.
If I could find any fault with this excellent book it would be that perhaps not enough attention is given to clinical management. This is a minor criticism and does not detract from a book which gives so much sound advice. It The book is a personal one and for this reason is perhaps one of the more readable texts. It covers the whole subject and is well illustrated. Where his personal experience is less extensive, as for example in hydatid disease of the central nervous system, Professor Saidi has written in detail from the experience of other colleagues.
This book will become a standard reference for years to come. It is probably the first complete work on the subject since Dew's text in 1928, based on Australian experience. British surgeons may well find a need to consult it when faced with this condition, which is becoming more common as a result of the influx of patients from abroad. C The authors state. in their preface that this work offered them the opportunity of clarifying their thoughts on the underlying etiology of many oral diseases and of reconsidering their concepts of how the oral mucosa and alveolar bone respond to generalized disease. The chapters presented are those that might be expected and include one on psychogenic or psychosomatic disease and another on autoimmune diseases. Interestingly, perhaps, aphthous stomatitis is considered as a psychosomatic disorder, while the only conditions discussed in the chapter about autoimmune diseases are some of the (so-called) collagen disorders. It seems likely in fact that many in the field of oral medicine would not be in complete agreement with these authors' ideas about many subjects.
Since very many subjects are touched on in little more than three hundred pages, they have had to be treated in synoptic fashion. It is a pity also that the black-and-white illustrations look dull and hazy. To make up for this perhaps, sixty-four colour pictures, mostly of high quality, have been included at the end.
Overall; one has to admit to being left somewhat disappointed by this book. 'Diseases of the Oral Mucosa' by the same authors, which was published thirteen years ago, was an outstanding work. The present book, however, comes into a somewhat different category; it is not an updated successor. Not surprisingly, the chapters on each of these topics are of different weight.
That we should be sincerely interested in our patients rather than their diseases is well emphasized by the author of the first chapter, but the authors of other chapters tend to catalogue disease states with little reference to the peculiar needs of the adolescent. The chapter on plasma lipid disorders and prevention of atherosclerosis is misplaced. However, there were many valuable paragraphs hidden among the medical facts.
For those physicians who see mainly adolescents and young adults, this will be a useful series to keep them up to date. At over £17 for a slim volume, general practitioners, systems specialists and pndiatricians, however, will probably continue to seek their information from the standard texts and review articles. Wound healing and its related biological phenomena of inflammation and hemostasis are of such fundamental importance in the protective mechanisms of the body that there need be no excuse for asking that medical students should study these processes in depth. This interesting book aims at presenting the basic biological processes of wound healing in their widest sense from initiation of the wound to final resolution. These steps include the role of blood and inflammation, antibody formation and lymphoid function, endocrinology and pharmacology, nutrition and biochemistry of protein synthesis and collagen. There is a final useful chapter on animal experimentation in wound healing research.
The text is readable, the illustrations are profuse and clear, there are useful glossaries of terms and lists of suggested readings. This book can be recommended as a useful introduction to this important area of applied biology.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor of Surgery, Westminster Hospital Medical School
Colour Atlas of Gynaecological Cytopathology by Chandra Grubb MB BS PhD pp 72 illustrated £15 Aylesbury, Bucks: HM + M 1977 This is a singularly beautiful book. Its large-sized. art paper pages are filled with the clearest colour microphotographs of histological sections and Papanicolaou stained cytology smears it is possible to obtain. There are some 314 colour photographs in all.
Many thousands of doctors and nurses have taken cervical and vaginal smears from millions of women and received reports on them. Most will never have seen the slides after their processing in the laboratories, in which hundreds of technicians and doctors work. In the laboratories there are daily problems of interpretation of the slides. This book, which will deservedly find a place in most laboratories dealing with cytology to help solve these problems, must also interest everyone who is accustomed to receiving reports on smears. Their meaning is often ill understood, because the ap-pearance of the prepared slide can not be visualized. This book not only provides the visual image, but also clear legends to each photograph and a short introduction to most of the major sections.
It will not supplant Professor Wachtel's and others' excellent and popular textbooks. They are totally different. This one brings, in Professor Charles Douglas' words, 'an added dimension of almost cinematic quality ... which displays the pattern of change and permits easy recognition of misfit or bizarre arrangement.' It does this for slides showing normal appearances and nonmalignant and malignant abnormal appearances. ELLIOT Wiley 1976 This book is an account of a symposium held in the Center for Continuing Education at the University of Chicago, in 1975. The organizing committee did not set out to undertake an exhaustive review of all that is known concerning hypertension in pregnancy. Instead they have pursued a much more valuable approach, and have studied in depth the areas in the subject where active research is taking place. The quality of work described in this book and the standard of presentation of the forty-three articles it contains are both very high.
Particular unresolved controversies stand out. Is there a specific renal lesion in 'pure' preeclamptic toxxmia and if so, what is its incidence amongst the mass of patients with hypertension in pregnancy? Robson argues that all the components of the glomerular lesion may be seen in biopsies from patients with other conditions. Spargo believes that 'glomerular capillary endotheliosis' is unique to preeclampsia. Weir and his co-authors from Glasgow maintain that the renin angiotensin system is relatively depressed in hypertensive pregnancy. He is supported by Weinberger from Indianapolis, but a contrary view is taken by Symonds from Nottingham who finds elevated levels of angiotensin in hypertensive pregnancy. There is speculation that inactive renin may also be involved.
There are intriguing articles from Redman who shows that patients with pregnancy hypertension have a reversal of the normal diurnal variation in blood pressure, and from Elebute and Mills who review the place of kallikrein in normal and hypertensive pregnancy. Individual sections deal with epidemiology, pathology, physiology, uteroplacental function and animal models.
